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Minute 
Number 

72.

CALCULATION OF THE COUNCIL TAX BASE FOR 2018/19

Cabinet considered the report of the Chief Finance Officer which 
requested Cabinet to recommend to Council:-

For the Local Council Tax Support Scheme to remain unchanged for 
2018/19.

To agree the statutory council tax base calculation for 2018/19, calculated 
in accordance with The Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax 
Base) (England) Regulations 2012 as part of the Budget 2018/19 process.

To note the draft proposals for the change to the precepting arrangements 
for 2018/19 to include the Greater Manchester Mayoral functions and to 
approve the precept payment dates for 2018/19.

Alternatives considered:

No alternative is available, as the Council has a statutory requirement to 
calculate and approve a council tax base each financial year.

Decision:

That Council be recommended to approve:

1. That the Local Council Tax Support Scheme for 2018/19 
remains unchanged;

2. That the Council tax base expressed as “band D equivalent 
properties”, be  53,537 for 2018/19 (53,025 2017/18) as detailed at 
Appendix 1 of the report;

3. The draft proposals for the changes to the precepting 
arrangements for 2018/19 to include the Greater Manchester Mayoral 
functions;

4. The proposed precepts payment schedule detailed in 
paragraph 4.2 of the report.

Reason for decision:

Rochdale Borough Council, as a council tax billing authority, is required 



each year to make statutory calculations specified in Section 33 of the 
Local Government Finance Act 1992 (as amended). The Local Authorities 
(Calculation of Council Tax Base) (England) Regulations 2012 require 
authorities to calculate the council tax base (number of taxable 
properties), expressed as "band D equivalent properties". Approval of 
these calculations is required by 31st January in each financial year. 

The Local Government Finance Act 1992 prescribes the procedures to be 
adopted in setting precept payment dates. The Act requires billing 
authorities to notify precepting authorities of a proposed payments 
schedule. This notification must be given before the 31st December in 
respect of the following financial year. The final payments schedule is then 
confirmed by 31st January.

The calculation of the tax base has to be made by 31st January and 
notified to the major precepting and levying authorities. Under Section 84 
of the Local Government Act 2003 the determination can be delegated to 
a committee or sub-committee in accordance with Section 101 of the 
Local Government Act 1972.


